NEO/ScI
STUDENT’S
f:GUJDE |

NN e

NeO

SC1

New ideas for teaching science

DT e

Key to Owl Prey
Cheelc Teeth Types
Skull & Jaw g g
Side View of Skull Side View of Jaw
g @g s -
arch
y Bottom Side - Bottom Side
S Rounded ‘ Angled
: ey Incisor Types
Incisors ) \ Cheek teeth
Diastema Jaw Length qro?ved S_mc.mth
(Gap between incisors and cheek teeth) incisor INCISOr
(front view) {front view)

Ta Preyisbony material (skull) ... . o e 2
Th Preyis not bony material ... ... ittt ittt e e INSECT
2a Skullhasteeth ... o i e MAMMAL ... oot 3
2 SKUH as MO BEeth o i it e et e et e BiRD
3a Skull has a gap between the incisor and cheek teeth {diastema).......... {Order Rodentia) .............. . 5
3b Skull has no gap between the incisor and cheek teeth (diastema} ........ {Order Insectivora) ........ SRy .4
4a Skull with zygomatic arch, is flat and broad inshape ........c..coo it Mole (Scapparnus)
4b Skull without zygomatic arch, is not flat or broad inshape ..........c..oiiiiiiiiiiiii ... Shrew (Sorex)

5a Skull generally flat and broad, cheek teeth are angled, may appear as one continuous tooth ...

Vole (Microtus)

5b Skull generally rounded, cheek teeth rounded and distinct ... ... i i i enaes 6
6a Lengthoffowerjaw 10-15mm ... ...ttt i i iieeaaas (mouse) ...l ereaes 7
6b Length of lower Jaw T7-30 MM ... ittt ettt et et e e e et e anarannns Rat (Rattus)
7a Upper incisordistinctly grooved ........ P Harvest Mouse (Reithrodontomys)
7h Upperincisor Smooth, MOt groOVEd . ...o.iuiniii ittt ittt it st et ereeeeraresenrenesennss 8
8a Cheekteeth capped withenamel ... ...t i e i e House Mouse (Mus)
8b Cheek teeth not capped With namiel .........iiriirrit et eriiieeeereannns Deer Mouse (Peromyscus)
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Visual Guide to Owl Pellet Prey

Biomass

{grams)

Skull & Jaw

Back Bones

Shoulder
Blade
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Hip

Upper Leg
Bone

Lower Leg

Bone
o

17-30 mm long

No Teeth

Shrew

Sorex

7-14mm long
Pointed Teeth

Mouse

Rodents

Vole
Microtus .

Mus

24

10-15mm long
Rounded Teeth

15-20 mm long

Angled Teet

17-30 mm long
Rounded Teeth
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